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Welcome to Bromsgrove International 

Summer School 
 

We are delighted to welcome you to Bromsgrove School.  We know you 

will have a wonderful time with us.  We have a fantastic programme of 

English lessons, great excursions, and lots of exciting activities.  Please 

help us all to enjoy the summer by reading the following pages and 

following our rules. 

 

 

Staff: 

 

Summer School Director:  Mrs Julia Boonnak 

Transport and Trips Co-ordinator:  Mrs Rachel O’Neill  

 

Houseparents: You will be informed of your Houseparent and 

Residential Assistant, and the House where you are staying upon arrival. 

 

International House, Bristol, Academic Manager: Joanna Thorpe  

 

Please ensure you know which House you are in, and who 

your Houseparent is. 

 

24-hour emergency contact telephone number: 

+44 (0) 7934 679457 

Please note that this number should be used in a genuine 

emergency only.  



Arrival Information 
 

When you arrive at the airport you will be met from your flight, in the 

Arrivals area.  Please look out for our member of staff who will be holding 

a “Bromsgrove School” sign with your name and flight details.    

 

If you cannot see anyone to meet you, please call our Transport Manager, 

Mrs Rachel O’Neill, on +44 (0)7584 315977 who will locate someone 

for you. 

 

When you arrive at School, you will be taken directly to your 

accommodation, and introduced to the Houseparents and Residential 

Assistant.  These staff members will be looking after you during your stay.  

They will help to get you settled in.  Following your arrival there will be an 

orientation meeting and tours of the campus. 

 

Please have your mobile telephone number ready to give the staff when 

you arrive.  It is important that we have this number as soon as possible.  

We will also want to know if you have any medicine with you.  We will ask 

for your passport, money, flight tickets and medicines for us to keep 

secure in our house safe.  You will be given an emergency card when you 

arrive, which you should keep safely in your purse/wallet.  Your 

emergency card will list the important telephone numbers of your 

Houseparents and other staff in case you have any kind of problem 

during your stay, particularly while you are out on a trip or in town. 

 

Transport Manager +44 (0) 7584 315977 



Staff Details 
COURSE ONE (2nd July – 16th July) 

Wendron Gordon  - ext 385 

Mr Steven Albutt Houseparent 

 

Page House - ext 452 

Mr Richard Lawton Houseparent 

 

Mary Windsor - ext 213 

Mr Alex Lane Houseparent  

 

Elmshurst - ext 524 

Mr Sam Leather Houseparent 

 

Oakley - ext 212 

Mr Martin Heard Houseparent 
 

 

Emergency 24-hour contact telephone number, to be used in 

case of emergency ONLY: 

+44 (0) 7934 679457  



COURSE TWO (16th July – 30th July) 

Wendron Gordon - ext 385 

Mr Steven Albutt Houseparent 

 

Page House - ext 452 

Mr Richard Lawton Houseparent 

 

Mary Windsor - ext 213 

Mr Jamie Tweddell Houseparent 

 

Elmshurst House - ext  524 

Mr Sam Leather Houseparent 

 

Oakley - ext 212 

Miss Zoe Paling Houseparent 
 

Emergency 24-hour contact telephone number, to be used in 

case of emergency ONLY: 

+44 (0) 7934 679457  



COURSE THREE (30th July – 13th August) 

Oakley - ext 212 

Mr Martin Heard Houseparent 

 

Mary Windsor - ext 213 

Mr Jamie Tweddell Houseparent 
 

 

Emergency 24-hour contact telephone number, to be used in 

case of emergency ONLY: 

 

+44 (0) 7934 679457 

 

Visitors 

If you wish to visit your child during their stay, please communicate with 

their Houseparent.  It is essential that we are aware of your child’s 

whereabouts at all times.  We are always happy to have visitors, but to 

limit disruption to the houses and routines, please ensure that 

Houseparents are aware prior to your arrival. 

 

  



Daily Schedule  
 

Meal Times 

Breakfast:   07:45 (weekends may be earlier – check your  

  noticeboards for information!) 

Lunch:    Juniors  12:30  Teens  13:00 

Dinner:    Juniors  18:30 Teens 19:00 

 

Lesson Times  (all lessons take place in the Humanities Building) 

Teens:  

Lesson One    08:45 - 10:30 

Lesson Two   10:45 - 12:35 

 

Juniors:  

Lesson One   14:00 - 15:40 

Lesson Two   16:00 - 17:45 

 

 

Evening Activities  20:00 - 21:30 

 

Bedtimes  

Juniors:   21.30  

Teens:    23.00 

 

Please be on time for all your lessons and activities. If at any point, you 

are unsure about where you are meant to be, please go straight to the 

Control Room in the Hospitality Suite where there will be staff who can 

direct you to the right place. 



Sample Timetable 
 

Week One Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday 

Breakfast 08:00 - 08:45 

Morning 

08:45-

12:35 

Arrival day 

Testing/English 

preparation for 

lessons/ 

activities 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Stratford 

Upon 

Avon and 

Warwick 

Trip 

London 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Lunch 12:40 - 14:00 

Afternoon 

14:00-

17:45 

Arrival day 
Welcome 

meetings and 

school tours 

Testing/English 

preparation for 

lessons/ 

activities 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Stratford 

Upon 

Avon and 

Warwick 

Trip 

London 
 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Supper 18:30 - 19:30 Pizzas McDonalds 18:00 - 19:00 

Evening 

20:00-

21:30 

Volleyball/ 

Badminton 

Welcome 

Disco 

“Black & 

White” 

theme 

Speed 

Dating/ 

Indoor & 

Outdoor 

Sports 

Bromsgrove 

2014 

“Mini-

Olympics” 

Film Night/ 

Indoor 

Sports 

Chill-out/ 

DVDs 

 

 

Bowling 



Week Two Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday 

Breakfast 08:00 - 08:45 

Morning 

08:45-

12:35 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Oxford/Bath 

Trip 

Drayton 

Manor 

Theme 

Park & 

Zoo 

Lessons/Activities 
08:45-10:30 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

10:45-12:35 

Lunch 12:40 - 14:00 

Afternoon 

14:00-

17:45 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Oxford/Bath 

Trip 

Drayton 

Manor 

Theme 

Park & 

Zoo 

Lessons/Activities 
14:00-15:40 

Break 
Lessons/Activities 

16:00-17:45 

Supper 18:30 - 19:30 

Evening 

20:00-

21:30 

Dodgeball/ 

Badminton 

The Great 

Egg Race/ 

Spaghetti 

Challenge 

Bingo/ 
Splash Disco 

“Bromsgrove’s 

Got Talent” 

Talent 

Show 

DVDs/ 

Volleyball 
DVDs 

Farewell 

Disco/ 

Awards 

Ceremony 
“Fancy Dress” 

 

Evening activities:  programme may be subject to change.  Cafe 1553 will be available every evening with access 

to hot and cold drinks and snacks, and providing a venue for meeting other students socially. Indoor/outdoor 

sports, including swimming, will be available as an additional activity every evening.  Most evenings will have at 



least 2/3 activities to choose from.  There may also be optional evening excursions such as cinema trips, which 

incur an additional charge.  

 

Daytime activities:  football, tennis, trampolining, volleyball, cricket, swimming, art and craft activities, athletics, 

dance, rounders, cookery, Mad Science, fun games, drama, badminton, table tennis, basketball, zorbing, 

dodgeball and more.  Also optional half-day excursions such as shopping trips, which will incur an additional 

charge. 

 

The gym will be available to students over 16 years of age, at certain times of the day.  Any student who wants to 

use the gym must attend an induction session first.



Campus Map 

 
Café 1553 

The coffee shop sells coffees, teas, hot chocolates, cold drinks and cakes, snacks and hot and cold sandwiches.  

This is a great place to chat with friends and practise your English. There is wifi available. 



General Information  
 

Each House has a Houseparent and an Assistant Houseparent who are 

resident in the House.  These staff are responsible for your welfare.  

Should you ever feel unhappy or unwell during the night, you should wake 

one of these members of staff. They will be happy to help you. 

 

Each House also has a Housemother who works during the daytime.  

Housemothers can organise medical appointments for you or take you to 

see our Nurse.  If you are not feeling well, they will look after you.  They 

check that bedrooms and the common areas are clean and tidy. They will 

help you with your laundry.  If anything in your room or your House does 

not work please report it to the Housemother.  The Housemothers are very 

friendly and will happily talk to you if you have any kind of problem.  Our 

Housemothers are very used to looking after international students and 

communicating with children who do not have English as their first 

language. 

 

Please make sure you hand in your passport, pocket-money and any 

expensive items for safe-keeping.  We cannot be responsible for loss 

and/or damage if you leave such items unattended in your room.  Each 

House operates a house bank, so whenever you need to withdraw some 

money you can ask a member of staff.  You will need to ensure that you 

plan ahead if you wish to take some money.  

 

British pupils participate in all of the activities sessions every day.  Please 

try to get to know them and to practise your English with them.    

 

Wifi is available in the boarding houses for laptops and mobile 

telephones.  You will find usernames and passwords on your house notice 

boards.   

 

If you are unsure about anything in the house, please ask.  

 

During your free time, please feel free to enjoy our wonderful grounds, but 

do make sure our staff know where you are.   



Please carry your emergency cards with you at all times. 

 

Please ensure that you familiarise yourselves with our fire procedures.  

On your first evening you will be shown where all the exits are.  In the 

event of a fire alarm during your lessons please assemble on Gordon 

Green.  In the event of a fire alarm during the night please evacuate and 

assemble on the grass between the tennis courts.  

 

 

Medical Support 
 

Your Houseparent is the first point of contact if you feel unwell or have 

an injury or accident.  Your Houseparent can help you with things like 

headaches or sickness.  Our school Nurse will hold two clinics per day – 

in the morning and early evening.  Our Nurse can arrange Doctors’ 

appointments for you if necessary.    

 

If you have any medical issues or need to take any medication please 

inform your Houseparent as soon as you arrive at School.   

 

Students are not allowed to be in possession of any medication, other 

than asthma inhalers or EpiPens. Please ensure you hand medication 

into your Houseparent/Housemother. 

 

All medicines will be kept in the possession of the Houseparent/Group 

Leader/Medical Centre. 

 

Should you become unwell, or have an accident, please report to your 

Houseparent, or if during a lesson/activity, tell your Activity Leader.   

 

Please do not take yourself to the Nurse or a School doctor, without 

informing a staff member.  A member of Bromsgrove School staff must 

accompany you to the Nurse should you need to go. 

 



In the event of an emergency, dial 9 from a School phone, and then 

999.  Please ensure that your Houseparent is informed immediately of 

any emergency. 

  



House and School Rules 
 

Our Rules exist to ensure everyone has a safe and enjoyable time.  

We reserve the right to send anyone home, should any rules be broken. 

Any student who damages property belonging to another student, or 

school property, will be charged accordingly. 

 

 Roll-calls – every student must attend every roll-call so that we 

can ensure we know where you are.  If you do not attend roll-

call, you will keep all the other students waiting, and make 

everyone late. 

 Smoking – there is NO smoking anywhere on the campus. 

 Please report any mishaps, breakages or damages immediately 

to the House staff.  We understand that accidents do 

sometimes happen. 

 All bedrooms are checked before arrival and departure.  If there 

is any damage, accidental or otherwise, which has not been 

reported, we reserve the right to charge for repairs.  This 

includes any graffiti. 

 Use of fire extinguishers is strictly forbidden, unless in 

emergency.  Should they be tampered with, students will be 

charged for them to be made safe. 

 Please do not drop litter around the grounds – there are 

numerous bins for you to use.   

 Please place all dirty laundry in your laundry bag. Do not overfill 

it.  Ensure your bag is easy to identify. 

 Every bed should be made and every room should be tidied 

each morning.  Please open a window every morning. 

 Do not move any mattresses on to the floor under ANY 

circumstances. 

 Beds must be stripped on bed change days and your departure 

days. 

 Kitchens may be used for making drinks/toast etc, but not for 

cooking meals.  Kitchens must be tidied and all washing-up 

done or this facility will be withdrawn.  



 “Lights-off” is at 23:00 for seniors and earlier for younger 

pupils.   

 NO alcohol at ANY time. 

 Girls must not go into boys’ rooms, and boys must not enter 

girls’ rooms. 

 Any smoking, drinking alcohol, drugs or sexual activity will result 

in IMMEDIATE expulsion. 

 No student may leave the campus without the express 

permission of a Houseparent/Group Leader. 

 All meals are compulsory  

 Pupils who are late for roll call or meals will lose free time.   

 All students are expected to speak in English at all times. Bad 

language will not be tolerated.   

 Ensure that all your personal items are clearly named.  

 Do not help yourself to other’s possessions.  

 Do not bring unnecessary electrical equipment.   

 Please check notice boards daily for any new information. 

 

All students are expected to comply with our Whole School Rules, a 

copy of which can be obtained upon request. 

  



What to bring 

 

British weather can be unpredictable, and the summer months can be 

very hot and sunny, and very cold and wet – and sometimes all of 

these in one day!  It is important that you pack a good selection of 

clothes to cover all weather eventualities!  The following items are 

essential during your stay: 

 

 Waterproof raincoat with hood – it rains a LOT in the UK!   

 Warm clothes – it can often be cold in the UK summer! 

 Swimming costume – swimming is available daily. 

 Trainers and sports clothes – we will be doing a great deal of 

sport, and children must have suitable clothing and shoes. 

 Disco clothes - there will be two discos! 

 It is useful if children can bring a mobile telephone.  This gives 

us peace of mind during excursions when children may have 

some free time. 

 Swimming and bath/hand towels 

 Warm night clothes/pyjamas. 

 Camera. 

 Hairdryer. 

 Adapter for 240 volt – 3 pin plug. 

 Suncream and sunhat. 

 Umbrella 

 Mobile phone charger 

 

Please ensure all items are clearly named. 

 

 

School Shop 
 

The school shop is open daily, and the following items can be bought: 

 

 Sweets and chocolates 

 Mobile phone top-ups 

 Toiletries 

 Stationery – notebooks, pencil cases, pens and pencils, USB 

memory sticks etc. 



 Sports equipment 

 Clothes (limited mainly to uniform items, but suitable for 

emergencies such as waterproof coats, swimsuits etc.) 

 Sportswear (hoodies/sweatshirts and tracksuit bottoms) and 

trainers. 

 School souvenirs 

 

 

  



Excursions 
 

We have arranged a number of exciting trips to some of Britain’s most 

popular destinations.  All details about the trips will be on display in 

advance on house notice boards, please check these to make sure that 

you know what time you have to assemble and what you will need to 

take with you.   

 

All trips will leave from the main car park, please be prompt when 

getting your group to the coaches.  Many of our excursions have a strict 

timetable, so please help us to keep to schedule.    

 

You will normally need to take a camera, a waterproof jacket and a drink 

with you but do check the house notice boards to see what else you 

require for each trip.   

 

You will be given a packed lunch.  Let staff know of any dietary issues in 

advance, and ensure that you have the correct lunch before departure. 

 

Please ensure that you know all meeting times and points during the 

day. 

 

If your coach stops for a toilet break please ensure that you return to the 

coach quickly.    

 

Please ensure that you have given your Group Leader your mobile 

telephone number. 

 

Please work with your Group Leader / Houseparent / Activity Leaders 

to ensure that excursion days run smoothly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Drayton Manor Theme Park and Zoo 

 
 

Stratford Upon Avon and Warwick 

 
Visit Warwick Castle, Shakespeare’s house, and Anne Hathaway’s 

cottage. 

 

London 

 
Westminster, Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, The Tower of London.  



Facts about Bromsgrove and 

Bromsgrove School 

 Founded in 1553, it is one of the UK’s oldest co-educational 

day/boarding schools. 

 Excellent academic and sporting record, rated “outstanding” by 

Ofsted. 

 Outstanding results – in the top ten of UK day and boarding 

schools. 

 World-class sporting and educational facilities. 

 Ideal location, just 20 minutes’ drive from Birmingham 

International Airport, and 1 hour 40 minutes from Heathrow. 

 There have been many notable alumni, called Old 

Bromsgrovians, including five Victoria Cross recipients, and one 

George Cross holder. They include AE Housman (poet), Digby 

Jones (British businessman and politician), Ian Carmichael 

(actor), Trevor Eve (actor), Nick Miles (actor), Nicholas Evans 

(English journalist, screenwriter television and film producer and 

novelist), John Illsley (musician), Fyfe Dangerfield (musician), 

Soweto Kinch (musician), Matt Neal (British motor racing driver), 

and Andy Goode, Ben Foden and Matt Mullan (England rugby 

players). 

 Bromsgrove was first documented in the 9th century, as 

Bremesgraf. 

 A medieval market down, mentioned in the Doomsday Book, with 

a population of around 30,000 residents. 

 Bromsgrove was the world centre for nail-making in the 17th 

century. 

 Home for many years to the “Bromsgrove Guild” – renowned for 

producing the gates to Buckingham Palace. 

 Since 1960, Bromsgrove has held an annual classical music 

festival, with an international reputation. 

 In May 1980, Bromsgrove was twinned with the German town of 

Gronau.  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Edward_Housman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digby_Jones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digby_Jones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ian_Carmichael
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trevor_Eve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nick_Miles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Evans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Illsley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fyfe_Dangerfield
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soweto_Kinch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Neal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andy_Goode
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Foden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matt_Mullan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gronau,_North_Rhine-Westphalia


Notable residents of Bromsgrove 
 

Medieval 

 Sir Humphrey Stafford of Grafton, executed at Tyburn in 1486 

for the rebellion against Henry VII.  

 

1500-1700 

 John Talbot of Grafton, Catholic recusant suspected wrongly of 

involvement in the Gunpowder Plot 

 Francis Talbot, who died as the result of a duel at Barn Elms 

with the Duke of Buckingham over his wife 

 

19th century 

 Alfred Edward Housman, 1859, poet.  

 George Cadbury, creator of Cadbury chocolates. 

 John Corbett, the Salt King, lived in Bromsgrove prior to building 

Chateau Impney.  John Corbett built the Chateau for his French 

bride, who missed her elegant Parisian lifestyle and the French 

upbringing she had enjoyed.  The French style chateau, built to 

assuage her homesickness, was completed in 1875 for the 

staggering cost, at the time, of £247,000. Chateau Impney still 

stands today, as a well known hotel. 

 

20th and 21st century 

 Singer/actor, Michael Ball, was born in Bromsgrove.  

 Michael Buerk, BBC News presenter and journalist. 

 Joyce Carpenter, smallest woman in Britain 

 Nicholas Evans, author, best known for The Horse Whisperer.  

 Ritchie Neville, member of boy band Five attended Bromsgrove 

School. 

 Ernest Anthony Pratt (or Anthony E Pratt) (1903–1994), the 

inventor of the board game Cluedo, is buried in Bromsgrove 

Cemetery.  

 Pat Roach (1937–2004), wrestler and actor. 

 Mark Williams, actor, famous for playing Arthur Weasley in the 

Harry Potter films lives in Bromsgrove. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyburn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stafford_and_Lovell_Rebellion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_VII_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Talbot_of_Grafton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recusant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunpowder_Plot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Talbot,_11th_Earl_of_Shrewsbury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barn_Elms
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Villiers,_2nd_Duke_of_Buckingham
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Edward_Housman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Cadbury
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Corbett_(industrialist)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chateau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chateau_Impney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Ball_(singer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Buerk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_News
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Evans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Horse_Whisperer_(book)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ritchie_Neville
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boy_band
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_(band)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bromsgrove_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bromsgrove_School
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ernest_Anthony_Pratt&action=edit&redlink=1
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Board_game
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cluedo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pat_Roach
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Williams_(actor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Weasley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Potter


 
 

IHB information 
 

English Programme information for students 

Welcome to the International House Bristol Programme at Bromsgrove 

International Summer School.  It’s great that you are here to improve your 

English with us!  Here is some useful information to help you maximise 

your learning, and have a great time with us. 

 

We think you have chosen a great programme! We have lots of special 

ideas, methods and materials to help you improve your English and have a 

good time whilst doing so. 

 

We will help you: 

 

 Speak and write more naturally 

 Improve your pronunciation 

 Develop your vocabulary 

 Use grammar better 

 Read and listen with greater understanding 

 Have fun and make friends 

 

Here are some of the key features of International House’s teaching that 

will help you make rapid progress: 

 

 Project 100 – a record of new language, so you develop your 

English rapidly 

 Phrase of the Day (for teens) – a daily phrase that British people 

use to help you sound more natural in English. 

 Qualified teachers, fun activities and a workbook full of useful 

materials written for you by our teachers – so you’ll have 

interesting lessons. 

 

  



And here’s some important information about your classes: 

 

 You’ll have two different teachers in your English classes. 

 You will need to bring paper and pens to every class. 

 We’ll give you a small amount of homework each day. Please 

make sure that you do it – the teacher may want to use it in a 

lesson the following day. 

 There will be different nationalities and different ages in each 

class, but you will be with other students who have a similar level 

of English. 

 The teacher will give you a booklet with your class materials in it.  

Please bring it to all your classes! 

 If you have a problem with your classes or other students, tell your 

class teacher, group leader or houseparent.  They can then talk to 

our Academic Manager. 

 If you are ill and can’t come to a class, you must tell you group 

leader or houseparents before the class starts.  They will then 

speak to our Academic Manager. 

 

 

The English Programme at Bromsgrove International 

Summer School with International House Bristol 

The English programme has been designed by a team of experienced 

international teachers and teacher trainers to ensure your students make 

rapid progress in English is an enjoyable and memorable way. 

We have created workbooks of our own specially written materials at four 

levels for younger learners and six levels for teens.  This ensures that all 

the lessons are stimulating, active and enjoyable.  Your students will 

receive a personal copy of our workbook at the right level each week – not 

just a collection of photocopies. 

 

To ensure students and actively involved in every class, our materials 

include quizzes, error awareness, gap-fills, class projects, games, 

discussions, live writing, dictations, role plays and much more. 

Our workbooks also help students discover many aspects of the life and 

culture of Britain, which enables your students to get more from the visits 

and excursion. 

 



The week has been carefully planned to provide a balance of speaking, 

listening, reading and writing, with appropriate emphasis on grammatical 

accuracy and lexica development. 

What’s more, each week our teachers will teach students around 100 

useful communicative words and phrases in English – called our Project 

100.  This shows students how much progress they are making from day to 

day, and builds up into a collection of language that will help your students 

sound more fluent and more natural in English. 

 

Each class has at least two different teachers, who work closely together 

as a team to monitor the progress of each student.  This helps also with 

classroom management and with important decisions about students who 

need to change class. 

 

Students are tested to find which level is most appropriate on the first 

morning, and their progress in class is monitored by the team of teachers 

under supervision of our Academic Manager.  On completion of the course, 

each student receives a combined leaving certificate and progress report. 

 

 

How to improve your English quickly 

Here are some useful ideas about how to improve your English.  Try them – 

they will help! 

 

If you need help with your speaking: 

 Speak as much as possible to your partners in class. 

 Plan what you want to say, and then practise a dialogue in your 

head. 

 Speak to at least five people outside class every day. 

 Have a conversation with a different person in class every day. 

 Have a conversation on a different topic every day. 

 Use the Phrase of the Day that we teach the teen classes. 

 Try to speak English to your friends who speak your language. 

 Try to use three words or idioms you’ve learnt recently. 

 Use the vocabulary you learn in Project 100. 

 Don’t worry if you make mistakes – it’s natural! 

  



If you need help with your writing: 

 Write a diary for every day of the week, describing your feelings, 

the weather, your activities etc. 

 Make sure you do your homework. 

 Check the spelling of ten words in the dictionary every day. 

 Copy out your corrected homework so there are no mistakes. 

 Use paragraphs! 

 Find a penfriend and write regularly. 

 Try to find alternatives for simple words like “good/bad/nice/get”. 

 

If you need help with your listening: 

 Sit near your teacher. 

 Listen to your favourite songs in English and read the text at the 

same time. 

 Repeat texts of songs as you listen. 

 Listen to the people talking around you.  What are they talking 

about? How do they feel? 

 Listen carefully to the intonation of people talking. Do their voices 

go up or down, and when? 

 Record yourself reading English, and then listen to yourself. Is it 

clear? 

 Listen for key words when people are speaking to you. 

 Don’t be afraid to ask people to repeat what they are saying. 

 

If you need help with your reading: 

 Try to follow the news about your country in English newspapers. 

 Make a collection of articles you find interesting. 

 Underline the key vocabulary and expressions in the articles. 

 Practise using your dictionary. 

 Time your reading – can you read ten pages in an hour? 

 Ask yourself three general questions about a story before reading, 

and then see if you can find the answers. 

 Look at the International House Bristol website www.ihbristol.com 

– there are lots of language resources to help you. 

 Read articles and stories and try to remember ten important facts. 



 Read the first line of every paragraph of an article and guess the 

general idea. 

 Don’t worry if you don’t understand every word. 

 Don’t use a dictionary while you are reading – guess the 

word/phrase and check it afterwards. 

 

 

Really Useful Expressions 

 

At International House Bristol, we focus on helping you learn really useful 

English.  Here is a collection of everyday expressions.  Some you will hear, 

others you can use. 

 

In school With friends 

Where can I find….? See you later. 

Is anyone sitting here? Give me a call later. 

What does ….. mean? See you tomorrow. 

Does anyone know 

who/where/when…? 

What are you doing tonight? 

Let me give you a hand. How long have you been here? 

Compare your answers with your 

partner. 

Hello again. 

Sorry, I haven’t finished yet. Is this your first time in England? 

Here’s my homework. How long are you staying here? 

Which room am I in? Are you going to the coffee 

shop/cinema tonight? 

Sorry, I didn’t catch what you said. What time shall we meet up? 

Could you say that again please? Where are you from? 

I’ll give it to you tomorrow. Do you want to play football later? 

Can I have a word with you, please? Let’s sit together. 

 

  



More really useful expressions…. 

 

The weather Food 

It looks like it’s going to rain. This is delicious/very nice. 

It’s pouring down. What’s in this? 

It’s (freezing) cold today. How do you make this? 

It’s (boiling) hot. Can I have some more/seconds, 

please? 

What’s the forecast for tomorrow? I’d love a cup of tea/coffee, please. 

Wow, it’s hot. What’s this dish called? 

Do I need an umbrella? I’m allergic to…. 

Let’s go outside. No thanks, I’m full. 

It’s a lovely day. Help yourself to…. 

It’s quite breezy today. What’s for supper tonight? 

 

 

Activities and sports Excursions 

How do you play this? Where are we going? 

What are the rules? How far is it? 

It’s my turn. Are we going by coach? 

Can I have a go? Where are the nearest toilets, please? 

Good shot! Where/when are we meeting again? 

I can/can’t swim. Can I take photos? Can I use the 

flash? 
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